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MEMBERSHTP NOTES

¢ menbership continues slowly to grow, and
we have to welcome ncw mbrbcrs in uus‘aralla,
Hong Kong, and Argontina. -
Merbers will receive with this Bulletin a
cover, kindly suppliced by ir,F,Lloyd Parton, bearing
an :x.mpz-cssu.on of the P:Ltney Bowes meter PB 152

(G- vi R) 1d. value,

Local Collections: in addition to the towns
listed in the last Bulletmn, B:.fnu.nghan and
Wolverhampton machines are being collected by
¥r.F,Lloyd Partony 18 chhmond Road, Wolverhampton,
Staffs.

WANTS ;‘s.'i@D OFFERS
Iz, D, R.Burcncll, Fastficld House, Portobello,
Svotland, wants G.B. "Worbley Lion" types: carly
Un:wcrsa.l with single~circle townmark of Ellesmerc
Port; Midget with- tomnnark error “Incnaﬂn:m“
for "Incnlnnem "

Hr,d, L.Dalln.more, Corio, Vic., .:a.ustral:s.ag and
HreKeColievilic, 48 Melbowne Road, Norlanc, Vic.,
Australia, are both willing to exchange (na:mly
cut strips) with anyone,
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HOW TO FORM A COLIECTION (gontd.)
The notes in the last Bulletin dealing with
what items to include in the collection, and in
what sequence to arrange them, have ovoked no
corments, On the third part, how to store the
items, now to be discussed, only one member has
written. ' '

There arises here first of all the question
of entircs versus cub stripss 4 collection
consisting of entires is liable not merely to be
excessively bulky but also somewhat unwieldy '

owing to the inevitable variation in size of the
envelopes: - somé impressions may be almost dmposs-
ible bo acquire except on very large envelopes, = - -

while parcel wrappers cen hardly be kept entirel
In the case of "window" envelopes, there seems
littlc point in kecping the entire., I trime-
ming picces or covers o strips, however, it is
veory imporitant that they should be cut ncatly
and of adequatc size, Cubting with a razor
blade against a stecl shraight-edge or with a
photogrophic print-trimmer gives much better
results than scissors. In the casc of GuB. and
impressions of similar sizc the strips should
not be less than 1f inches { or 4 om) wide and
6 in.(or 15 om) long if possible; 2 in.{(5 om.} .
would be better but window envelopes do not
usually allow this. The full 6 in. should be
kept even if there is no slogan, not merely for
wniformity but also o prove the absence of a
slogan, 4lso, the full strip often shows the
imprinted name and address of the user; which
should in any casec be preserved. Of:course"sub-
standard" picces should not be rejected unless
of very common items, because the information
they can comvey is no less valid - it is merely
o question of neatness, Many forelgn items have
_ch larger impressions than thosc.of.GeBes..80..
1ot wider strips are there esscntial,
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However, it is often strongly advisable
to preserve the entire cover. It may provide
definite evidence of actual postal use dnstead
of a proof impression; or it may bear intercat-
ing postal markings., In the case of carly G.B.
Pitney-Bowes meters, the slogan was impressed
separately at the foot or on the back of the -
envelope so that, to show i%, the whole nust be
kept. International usc, cspecially of impros-
sions in colours other than red contrary.to U.,P.U,
regulations, may be interesting. :

From a collector's point of view, a great
disadvantage of meter stamps as compared with
ordinary adhesives, and one which causes difficulty
in mounting, is the large size.,  an album leal
which would take two or three dien normal adhesives
would take no more thon helf a dozen neter strips
or even fower entires. Mounting o large collection
in albums therefore seems out of the guestion,
Mr.H.JHoward writes that he keeps his collection
in folders, with the contents detailed on the out-
gidcs An altermative system is to keep them in the
nmaaner of a card index in boxes or drawers, with
index cards ensbling one to kecp them separated
by types ete, Nevertheless, for display purposes
mounting is essecntial, but only a few sclected itens
should be included. Strips can be mounted with two
largew-sized stamp hinges and entires with properly-
made corner nounts. Owing to the thickness of the
pieces, thick paper or card leaves are advisable.

The forcgoing do not pretend to be more than
casual notes on a wide subject, and might be great-
ly cxpanded; but it sceems preflerable, as already
suggested, to leave details to the collector's own
tastes. Comments and coriticisms will be woloone,
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MULTI-VALUE oND OMNY.-DENCHIN,TION,LT,

. In this country, franking machincs arc classi-
fied, according to the mcthod of providing for
different denominations of postage; into taree
classes: Fixed-value (FLWV,), Limited-value (LaV.)
and Hulti=value (M.V.). In the United States,
mechines are likewise classified into three
‘glassess Single denomination (8.D.), Mulvi- . -
denorination (M.D.) and Omni-denomination (0.D.).
-But the classcs do not fully corresPcmd. o

The 0.D., like the ML.V., nachine prints any _
desired denomination which is a nmultiple of the ..
basic unit ($d., &¢. or 1£. in most cases) up to -

a certain maximum, each separate digit printing -

- from a scperate type unit {though 10 and 11 each

forn a single unit in British-currency mechines.)
The S.D. machine nust be F,V., but FaV.machines
are not always 3.D.; likewise, H.D. and L, V,

- machines.are not the same thing. 4 1LD. wachine
‘is one which can print a limitcd nurber of
denominations, commonly five or six though the

. British "Sipplex" can print up to 25 and bhe
American Pitney-Bowes D" 21.  If only the
value figures are printed from separate type
with a frope diec common %o them all, the machine
is classified as L.V., but if each denomination
- {as in the Midget and earlier Neopost) is printed

. fronm a completely separate die then it is PV, -

' The M V. (and 0.D.) machines are further
‘deseribed according to the number of digits in
the maxinun value possn.ble. However, there are
eertain peculiaritiés to be mentioned. When
an optlonal wlt s provided, this is indicated

as a "% flgure“ so that a machine pra_n‘clng by

as um_ts up to £9. 992 is described as a 3% flg-— -

ure machine though therc are of course actually

four digit wheels. The Universal machines used
in India record in ammas and pies, though it is

Pro'bable that only 3,6 and 9 pies cen be shown,

ivee %, & and £ anna (besides of coursc "-");

whether a machine printing up to 993.9pe.should
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--be-desoribed-as- a 923" or.a M23" figure ,_»29.

machine has not yet becn scttled.

A further complication has arisen fron the
drastic depreciation of sone currencics, notably
the Chinese dollar and the French franc, I all
postal rates become a round multiple of B 10 or
5 100 or 100 centincs (1l.franc), it is wmccoss-
ary to provide movable digits for the last onc or
two figures, and sometines onc or two fixed zeros
have been included on the frame dies. Thus a mochine
printing up t6 999.00 francs with the last two zeros
fixed is in reality a 3-figure machinc, not &
S5-figure as it would be if the zeros were change-
able, This might be described as a "3 + 00" Pigure
machine, 4 difficulty.is that it is not always
eagy to decide whether the zeros are fixed: on: *bhe
frame dic or are ordinary moveble figures;

. METHARD POSTAL STATTONERY,
When the postecard rate in the United Siaies

“wag increcased from 1f to 24 at the begirning of
~this year, the Post Office Department overprinted
i%s large stock of cards bearing the impressed 1#

stanps "Revalued 2¢ P.0.Depts” by necans of a Pitney-
Bowes "lickomcter,® - a machine pmrmrlly intended
for counting tickets cte. - but smellor post offices
were instructed to affix 1¢, adhesives to their
stock, However to save themselves labour, several
post offices passed their cards through an ordinery
Pitney-Bowes postage meter, mpress:.ng then with an
extra 14 paid. Several offices in various Statcs
have been reported, A% first the metors were used
showing the town and date but subsequently these
were omitted, leaving a blank civele, Private
mailers also were allowed %o use a noter in toc
same way, provided thet btown and datc werc showm,
This is howover by no means the only tine that
a sinilar expedicnt has been adopted, Harris's
catalogue lists under Netherlands Indies, 1937, a
postcard with an impressed 5-cent stamp surcharged
‘by reans of a Hasler meter with the reduced value
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of 3% conts in Figurcs and words; bub this
differs from the Ue.S. case both inthat the
metered impression shows the nev value instead
of the difference and also it does not rescmble
any meter stamp design, (This suggosts thot it
is not strictly correct %o include it in a
neter-stanp catalogic,)
Even in Great Britain, the seme thing has ‘
been done, though not by the post office, When
the printed-paper rate was increased fron+d.
%0 1d, in May 1940, some firms possessing stocks
- of envelopes bearing enbossed 4d, stamps passed
then through neters to show the additional L.
paid. Probably the same will have been done in
June 1951 when the rate was further increased to
1%d., though none have beon scen by the writer,

~ Heter-stamp impressions also have boon used
instcad of printed stamps or adhcsives on aip
letter forms, During the Har, air letter shects
of Kenya & Uganda wore franked by a Neopost (W &)
25¢. Recoent and current sheets of Spain are §
franked by metors of the usual current Spanish
"Hasler" type without townmark or identification
no. but with a panel inscribed "VENT. DE SELLOSY
below the frank, On 1st January of this year,
the varying rates of postage on these wer re-
placed by a uniform rate of i pts. and to usc up
the carlior sheets, an additional netor inpres—
sion was applied, usually upside down at bottonm
left. To begin with, the 2,50 pts. sheets were
provided with a 1,50 pis, impression, and subse-
quently the shests of 0,60, 0.90, 1.00, 1,30,
w55, 1465, 1,90, 2,15 and 2.75 pts. were to be
provided with an additional improssion to rako
up the total of 4,00 pts. As there ave a number
of varieties of the basic sheets and the meter
impressions nay be found in various positions,
a large nwwber of varietics is possible.
Wnether thore are any varieties of the neter-
Stamp impressions in themselves is not known,
Hore recently the same practice has been reported
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from Iceland, but whether it is official or not
repmains to be establiszhed, o '

- GuB. IDENTIFICATION NO, SYSTEHS |
It is well kmown that the system. of nurbering
the dies on Universal N.Z,, Midget and Neopost -
machines differs from that on all other serics in
this country in that the nos. are nllotied
~independently (normelly begimning at "1') in each
town,. (To avoid repetition, it should be mentioned
that for this purpose cach of the 118 postal
districts in London is considered as a, separate
town.) It is probably not so well known that
there is an important difference between the
systen used for Universal N,Z. and Midget on the
one hand and for Neopost on the other, Incident—
ally, both Universal N.Z. and Midget machines are
now obsolete though a fow of the former and many
of the latter remain in use, and.the Simplex
maohines which have superseded then have gone over
to the systom used for all other series,
For-Midget, the no. on the die is regarded
sonewhat Like a machine no., and if a rischine is
transforred from one town to anobher and ‘tho no,
has not alrcady been used in the "now® town, it
is often not changed, But for Neopost, the no.
is regarded as a pornit no., and when a machine
is transferred to another town the no, hos to be
changed (unless of course by a coincidence it is
the same as the next available no. in the Mnowt
town.} This explains why abnormally high nos.,
much higher than the likely nyiber of machines =~
in use in that twon, ‘are occasionally found on
Hidget dies but practically never on Neopost, © =
- 4 further conseguence of these differing sys-
tems is that when a Midget user has two or more
maciines at one office, the dies on the second and
third have the letters "A" and "BY prefixed to the
no., thus providing effectively different nos, for
each machine, But a Neopost uscr has the same 10,
on the dies of all his machines, so that there are
many cases of two or more machines having the saue
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dic no. and town nanc in use simultancously. (The
irpressions are often distinguisheble by small
details of the size and position of the neo. and by
the townnark, )

But in this as in most features of meter
stamps, there are exceptions to every rule. In the
early days, Midget {and Universal N.Z.) nos. were
sonetines apparcently allocated to machincs in small
towns not independently bubt in the series of an
adjacent larger town, e.g. Bootle, Liverpool, M 65
fron the Liverpool:serdes, o

Other anomalies, such as a Midget user having
two machines with different nos., and some abnore
pally high Neopost nos., remain uncxplained. The
abnormally nigh Neopost noss in London W.5. are
due to the inadvertent inscribing of 118" instead
‘of "18" on the dies of the machine after 17, with
119 ctos then following, so that nos, 18 to 117
do not oxist in this district, o

_ " STMPLEXY  MACHINES.

In Great Britain, nos., have now roached
8 999 and, in the sanc way as the Universal MV, of
‘the samc nakers, have started again with SA L.
Sonme of the intorveming nos. may however not yet be
in use owing %o the allocation of the nos. in
batches to the firm's district agents,

In Australia, these machines print values up
to 1/~ instead of only 6id. as hore, |

The design of the frank used in the Irish
Republic is rather more slaborate and attractive
- than other Irish types, "EIRE" is in a roctan-
- gular panel at top and the valve in a large circle;
"S" is in a squarc a% bottom left, the no, simi-~
larly at right, with "POSEAS® between, Therc is a
verfically-lined frame at each side and the whole
as usual is surrounded by “perforations,"
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GREAT BRTITATN: UNIVERSAL M. V.
Check Tist - contd,

A few further "missing" nos, have now boen roe
ported; thanks %o Messrs Hammond, Jenm.ngs, |
Rydings, and Stelfox i~ :

U8 EJunlor), UB 202 (0rd.), UB 462 (Ora.),

UB 596 (Int.), UB 798 (2).

‘There are still foo many missing nos, to make it
worth the space to publish a list for the I serices,
The WD series is now almost completed, and UE

- should soon be 100.4:06. for,

CHANNEL, IS4NDS; ADDENDL & CORRIGHIDA
7 “Hirs 0, J4 Simpsont reports that he has the 1ldy
value of Jersey 1\I.8 uscd by itself, with date
24 XIT 40, and the %d. value used with a peir of
the 1ds Jorsey "arms® type adnesive (%he meter
formmark being off the left of the cover.) He also
has the Jersey St.Helier M 1, 14, value used on
3 VI 42, These arc all sdditions to the itenms
recorded on page 7 of the Harch 1952 Bullchin, The
"I 1" and N 8% 1id, franks nenti.oned mcro.all
have "GviRY ciphor.
The da. te of the closing of the British Post
Office on the island of Hern, given on page 17
of gne last Bulletin as 1838, should have rcﬂd -
193

SOUTH .ELFRIC.&.N FOTES :

A'new locally-made hecohine, designated the.
"Hercury," is being inftroduced. A proof shown us
by Mr.R.Axer resembles the design of the Universal
LV, but slightly smaller and with key~-letter FX™;
It has no towmark, and it is understood prints
only a single value (26. )
' The Francotyp nachine has been reintroduccd,
‘now with a frank similar to the original J.l”eopost
(valuc in centre) and key-letters "FR". -
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A now slogan has been scen used with meter
PB 2w, rcading in five Llines: UNITED NATIONS /
EXHIBITION / MaTIONAL PHILATELIC MUSEW. /
PHILADEIPHTA / MAY 22nd through JUNE 28th. The
first two limes arc enclosed in a rectangular box,
ané likewise the last line. It was probably in
use for omly a short time, though the Exhibition
wos extended to August lst, ‘
Another new slogan reported in the "Philatello
lagazine® has the UsN. crblen with "UNITED /
WATIONS -/ FOR A / FREE WORLD" in four lines atb
right. <

U Ny Fe 55 Co Ou _ SLOGANS.
(by HelsRydings)

Following on the recent information regarding
meters used by the United Fations in the UsScha,
s few notes on French machines used by “UNESCOW
nay be of interests.

The nos. 8o far noticed arcj-~ G 1252, G 4467,
G W83 and SC 1345. All of these have a recte
angular frank with denticulated border, o the
lef% of which appears the slogan under which
appears the information normally given in the
townmark, in one line in the forn "18 x 50
=PARIS-75= (all the machines have "Paris 75").

With machines i § Propagez et defendes

G 1252 and G W83 * LES DROITS DE L'HOMIE!
the slogan reads Propagate and defend
as follows: Y HWEAN  RIGHTS

' U ¥ B 8 C O

nachines have ) SCIENCE
the slogan: ) PEACE - THROUGH  CULTURE

The other two ) i PATX -~ PAR - FEDUCATION
U N B 8§ ¢© 0
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At some date between 19 111 51 and 22 1V 52,
the frank on G 1252 was changed from the type
having "POSIES FRANCAISES" at the top and a "flying
envelope®" between the value and the no. to the type
having "REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE" at the top and
"POSTES" in place of the "flying emvelope,
UNITED ST.TES: POSTAGE DUE LIETERS
Meter nachines of the Pitney-Bowes "iodel R
arc being used at certain post offices experi-
pentally to indicate postage due, and examples’
have kindly been submitied by lir,Walter M, Swan,
The meter=-stamp itsclf is of the tsual "strean
lined cagle" typc now .designated Hik, the town
cirele containing the letters "P O at: left and
right of the date like othcr machines used in post
officos, and the speoial usage is shown by a slogan
at left, At Now York in 1948 and San Fréncisco in -
19L9-52, this rcad "POSTAGE DUE / PAID" hordzon~
tally in a lerge box with arrow~head at right; .
Chicago in 1951=52 used a similar type with smaller
lettering and differcently-shaped box. Thesc were
roplaced early in 1952 by a nuch smaller box
containing “POSTAGE DUE" only vertically, At
Washington, the box is slightly smaller (10 x 17
‘instead of 10 x 20 ) and the print is ordnge ine
stead of rcd as usual elsewhere though New York
also uses violet. o :
Mr,Swan says that the first test occurred in
Teba 1941 at Brooklyn, NeY., the slogan then used
reading "CQLLECT POSTAGE DUREM, .
IV A U,S, HETER CATALOGUE.
The old~established Chicago dealer, Joseph
Whitcbourgh, who becare interested in meter stamps
-~ which he calls ¥philoweters! - some six years ago
and is now Treasurcr of the Philoneter Soclety of
Chicago, has spent over 12,000 hours in rescarch
for and compilation of what he has naned the "JW
Philoneter Compendiwt soon-to be-publkished.
This volume of spproximately 336 pages (9 x 6")
with over 550 illustrations, ‘li,‘s‘z__'hs;_ and prices
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3,650 difforent “pnllometcrs" of the, UpSele and
possessions in twenty mein categor;.es, with an
additional 5,000 denominations within the main
classifications,

- Mr.Whitcbourgh has gcncrously gwen all his
tine and labour, and advance orders (up to lst
August) were charged at cost price of B 7, Sub-
sequeptly, up %o publication date, 15th Sept,,
the pricc was advanced to B 8 and afferwards to
£ 1G, as there could be no reprints These prices
will unfortunately be far too hn.gh for most col-
lectors here (if indeed the exchange control would
sanction the remittance), and perhaps also for nany
in the U.S,4s, but of course the cost of printing
such a work is very hcavys .

QUR AMERTICAN CONFRERES.

Since the notes in our last Bulletin, we have
received the "MHonthly Bulletins' of the Meter
Starp Sosiety up to No.hl (dated simply "1952%)
and "The Philonetrist" Nos,38 to 40, dated April
to June 1952 (in a single igsuc,) “€o.37 of the
former contains an account by Valter I, Swan of the
first meter machine tricd in the U,S.4A., in 1903-0k,
and Nos.39 and 40 contain a classification by Werner
Sinon-of the Canadian types on the same systen as
the recoent U, S,A.boocklet, Therce are many obher int-
eresting notes, mainly on the UsS.A. “The Philome-
brieth con‘salns an. account” of tho “Pnllomoter
Compendium® reforred to abovec.

Wo also combinue to roccive "The ’Sent:me‘l"
containing the Awerican Metered Postage Society's
rogular sectlon, which is illustrating in actual
size ropresentative types of various countrics
with brief notes, The Sccichy has now more tnan ong
hundred nenbers, S

o e e e ke irm g e e ol e e b kA

Duplicated by P.B.PUBLICITY, 33,Pinner Rd. Harrow,



